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VICTORY AFTER DEFEAT 


T WO years ago we entitled our school log, ‘Riding the 
Storms.’ This year we have to acknowledge defeat, but 
are able, to our great joy, to add the word ‘ Victory.’ 

The year .934 has been our stormiest since 1902, when Mrs. 
Annie Besant came from Madras to smash our school bv open- 
ing an opposition one ciose to ours, and- within a fortnight had 
taken away 300 of our pupils. 

I mention that particular year’s happenings because I was the 
cause of the storm. 

There nac been a terrible epidemic of cholera in Kashmir, so 
that ir. the City of Srinagar alone 500 deaths occurred daily for 
n fortnight, and as one of the main causes was the absolute filth 
o: the city. I thought it was about time that something should 
or done, ana started our staff and boys ‘cleaning up.’ As these 
workers were all Hindus, Mrs. Besant came to save them from 
breaking their caste. 

That big storm, and it was one which lasted for a whole year, 
was caused by my action. But this year's succession of storms, 
which commenced in the first month, fell upon us unwittingly 
land was none of our seeking. A conspiracy against the head- 
piaster of one of our branch schools caused us much trouble, 
tor it dragged in many side issues and nearly started a communal 
riot in the city. It ended, however, in a very unexpected and 
satisfactory manner. One of the chief actors in the affair, think- 
ing he was of some importance, fortunately made himself 
objectionable to the police. They prompt'y took him to the 
station and gave him a sixteen annas to the rupee thrashing, 
which was just the medicine to suit his complaint of swelled 
r.ead. A quicker cure I have rarely seen, and he is now once 
more the humble servant of the headmaster as well as of the 
police force, so victor}- came our way from an unexpected 
Quarter. 


Victory After Storm 

In the month of February the next storm blew up from 
another direction. 

The Muhammadans were once more on the buzz against the 
Government, and amongst the orders that they issued to the 
city was one that the schools were to join in their hartal and 
close down. But although we had much sympathy with the 
Muhammadans in their aspirations, we did not see why we should 
be ordered about by them in school affairs, so we refused to 
obey these orders, as we refused those of the Hindus a year or 
so ago when they ordered us to join their hartal , resulting in 
our schools being picketed and our loyal boys being attacked, 
with much annoyance and tom-fooiery thrown in. On this 
occasion we were warned that our schools would be picketed, 
etc., and we were kept on the watch whilst the Muhammadan 
mobs went marching about the streets, chased the police and 
amused themselves in various ways until the military were called 
in to take over control. 

Our real anxietv was. that a communal war might start as it 
aid two years ago. It is remarkable how quickly blood begins 
to now in the name of religion. Each party pretends that its 
god or gods have been insulted and so has an excellent excuse to 
show its devotion to its deity by breaking somebody’s head, or 
failing that it causes the shops of the opposite religion to be 
looted and thus despoils their merchandise. 

Or they show their love to their God in a less militant manner 
by blocking the pubiic thoroughfare, holding up the traffic and 
dislocating business. 

As Mr. Jacob and I were walking to school, we found the 
main street outside a mosque absolutely blocked by the mullah’s 
congregation, squatting on the road in their hundreds, for the 
Easterner is a better church-goer than the Westerner. 
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Now just transfer yourself in thought from Srinagar to London 
and imagine the rector of one of the popular churches having - 
his congregation blocking the main thoroughfare whilst he 
preached an hour’s sermon! 

Well, all this tamashc day after day was hardlv conducive to 
. .scipiine among the Muhammadan scholars. 

The city has for the last few months been peaceful, possibly 
because Kashmir has now got its first Legislative Assembly, 
where all parties can let off steam. 

Six of our old boys are members. All honour we give to this 
r.rst sitting or the Assembly, for their first act was to pass a law 
to suppress the immoral traffic in women and siris. Kashmiri 
women being fair they fetch a good price in India. Kashmir 
has always been the hunting ground for the seducer and the 
pimp, tvery autumn lorry loads of this human merchandise go 
down the road to India. 

The ‘cat - has been added to the punishment of fines and 
imprisonment, so we trust that this slavery will be lessened, for 
it is the ‘cat’ that traffickers in the souls of women and girls 
fear. 

In March a fresh storm began to brew. This time it was to 
be in our very midst, viz., the school staff. As it was a Hindu 
intrigue it was beyond the power of any ordinary human mortal 
to follow. No one who has not tried to follow the twists 
and turns and doubles of a Hindu intrigue can possibly under- 
stand when and where it begins or where it is intended to iead. 

I should like to know how they persuaded the devil to teach 
it them so thoroughly. 

The first act anyway was a threatening letter which was 
intended to reach me, and did reach me. So that there should be 
no mistake at the start, I had it put up on the school wall for 
every master and boy to see, and to read, mark and learn. I 
cannot relate fully the particular storm, as we nave not arrived 
at the end of it yet. though we are having a longis'n lull just at 
present. 

On April 11th, there fell upon us a terrible blow, the tragedy 
of the Wular Lake. 

As most of the readers of this log will have heard of this 
disaster, I need only say, shortly, that five of our teachers and two 
old students were sailing on the lake when they were over- 


whelmed in an especially heavy squall, and not one was left to 
tell the tale. They were all sever, strong swimmers. 

You can understand the shock to me on hearing such news, 
but within a second or so ot the blackness that surrounded me 
I saw light, and I said to mvself, Out of this disaster will come 
blessing. Defeat will somehow become a victory, and it is of 
this which I now write. The truth or the words of the Psalmist 
have ever been mv experience in dark hours — Ps. IS: 29. W ith 
the help of mv God I Shall leap over the wall; Ps. 27 : 1. 1 he 
Lord is mv Light and Salvation whom then shall I fear, etc. 

It took us ten davs of search before we gathered from ^the lake 
the seventh body. It was grim work sending these bodies 30 miles 
bv boat to Srinagar. We did so Decause their relatives wished 
to have the funeral rites performed by their own particular priests 
before cremation. 

The bodv of the captain was sent up first. W'hen it arrived 
it was met bv a relation of his. a retired Government clerk, 
who had been trying for the last vear to ruin him and turn him 
and his familv out of their house. W r hen he received the body 
he called together about three hundred Brahmans, in order to 
make a demonstration attains: me. (Mr. Jacob and I had been 
trying to help the captain to save his house.) 

Thet' intended to organize a procession and carry the body 
round the city to show the citizens how Biscoe killed his 
teachers, and thev would have done so had not the leader of the 
Brahmans heard of it and with a party of his men appeared 
on the scene and prevented i:; moreover he wrote a strong 
article in the newspaper that he edits, giving a true statement 
of the facts, and distributed throughout the city with the beat 
of drum 3,000 free copies. He then came down to the iake, 30 
miles distant, bringing some of his party to sympathise with us 
and offer his help. 

Later, when I returned to Srinagar he brought several mem- 
bers of the Bar to see me and sympathise, and begged me no: 
to give up taking the teachers and boys to the Wuiar Lake to 
face the storms, saying, ‘For the last 40 years you have taker, 
vour bovs to the lake to face storms, and have turned Kash- 
miris into men.’ 

Now, to eet to the point and to what really matters. He said, 
‘We have not always seen eye to eye in the school’s efiorts for 
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ocial uplift, but now we understand and intend to work with 
u.’ 


You who have visited our schools, or those who have read 
our schrol logs, have tumbled to it that we are out for t'nines 
hat realy matter. That is to set wrong right, to defend the 
weak against the oppressor, or in short knight-errantry, and in 
doing this we have bumped into all sorts of people and got 
ourselves disliked, and especially by the religious crowd, for it 
is through them that the women are done down — I mean earlv 
-marriages encouraged — old men marrying little girls — widows 
not allowed to re-marry — widows who continually are pregnant, 
..heir children not allowed to live. Naturally the old school of 
Brahman has not loved us and has fought us continually, when 
ireachint: in the temoles, and anvwhere and everywhere. 


WE’LL FACE THE STORMS TODAY 

The cloud; are bankec on the mountains, the Wular is sullen and erev. 
We’ll h list the sail, and brave the gale. Come! Out and launch away.' 
‘ We'Ii race the storms today.’ 

The white-winged guiis are wheeling, they giint in the murky air, 

As far below they see them go, the waves of the Wular to dare. 

To face the storms out there. 


t -Ww die r. happen? There’s none can tell, save the guiis, the wind and 
wave. 

Sheer Din! 1 Had you ever seen such a fight ’twixt the strona and 
ithe brave?’ 

'Come fight, for there’s none to save.’ 

Fie flimsy craft is swallowed up; they’re whipped with the SDrav and 
the rain. 

With gasping breath they face their death, as they tussle and wrench 
and strain. 

‘Corns, heave her uo again.’ 


At last the task’s accomplished, the boat's afloat once more. 
But out cd the crew remain but two; no rudder or sail or oar. 
They fought, but they fight no more. 


' Come, — ha: snail we do, my captain? Can we reach the shore alive?’ 
' I care na more ro reach the shore. We only two survive.’ 

‘But what of the other five?’ 


i 1 Sr.-Dr Din, a saint’s tomb on a hill-top overlooking the lake, to 
vnich travellers pray tor a safe crossing. 


/ 


‘No, perish the thought,’ he answered, 'for this we were not born,’ 
‘They fought our fight. Have we the right to leave them alone forlorn? ’ 
‘Come, meet them beyond the dawn.’ 

When the wild wind lashes the water, and life is a stormy sea, 

' In All Things Men’ is our watchword then. And may it always be, 
‘Come, face the storms with me.’ 

Let the thunder crash in the mountains. Let the lightning hiss in the 
rain. 

We’ll never forget the example they set in our sorrow, our trouble and 
pain. 

But we’ll face the storms again, 

And again, 

We’ll face the storms again. 

Now, through the loss of our seven brave fellows, salvation for 
the women has dawned, for these men who were against us are 
for us. The younger spirits among the Brahmans had been for 
the last year or so trying to alter the custom of ages, and it is 
they who were able to see in our lake tragedy something inspir- 
ing. viz. seven Brahman youths who went forth to conquer the 
Wular storm. They could have run before the gale, but they 
did not, they wanted to try their skill and strength against it. 
As the Brahman barrister said, ‘ Sir, they did what Britishers do 
when they try to conquer mountains. That spirit, is coming to 
the Kashmiri. That is the true spirit which we now realize, 
and hence we wish to join up with you.’ 

In 1928, our headmaster, Mr. Shanker Koul with 300 old 
boys carried out a double wedding, arid in consequence for 
more than a year they had to undergo the curses of the orthodox, 
and much else. 

Now we hope through this tragedy the day has dawned, and 
that ere long the Hindu women will be emancipated. Below 
you see the number of widows who have been given a chance to 
live a lawful married life through the efforts of our school staff 
and old students. 


1924 


... 1 1 1932 

4.4 

7 

1928 

• • 4 

... 2 1933 


. 21 

1929 

... 

... 2 1934 


. 11 

1930 


... 2 . 




1931 


... 3 ! 

Total .. 

. 49 


From time to time friends have asked why we never write in 
our annual logs information concerning school class work and 
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examinations, and some doubt whether we ever meet our boys 
~i the class rooms. 

I am well aware that it is the custom to dwell on class work 
md success in examinations, but then we do not prefer to 
ioIIow custom nor have any desire to do so. We have learnt by 
long experience that examinations have been, and are now, one 
-jf the greatest curses in India. But as parents send their bovs 
to school for this one and only object, viz. to pass examinations, 

,ve are obiiged to help these boys to prepare, but not cram for 
these examinations, otherwise we should have no scholars to 
prepare for something infinitely more important than public 
examinations, viz. true citizenship and all that it stands for, to 
'ove your neighbour as yourself and to strive humbly to follow 
Him who not merely taught His ideals by word, but lived them 
right through to the bitter end. I say that the parents send their 
sons to school for this one purpose, and so keen are they that 
their son should pass, that they a r e not angry when they crib 
in the examinations, unless their sons are caught. 

When we punish their sons for cribbing we receive numbers 
of letters, either saying that they did not cheat or that the 
master who reported the cribbing had a spite against their bov; 
especially will they say this when the teacher happens to be of a 
different religion from the pupil, and will try to make a com- 
munal matter of it. They even persuade Government officials 
to write to us on the subject and threaten us. 

So much stress is put upon the passing of their examinations 
that the Hindu student will sit up all night reading before an 
examination, he will tie his top knot to a nail placed in the wall 
behind his head, so that the pain of the jerk will wake him if he 
nods in sleep. 

If religiously inclined, as most Brahmans are, he will invite a 
priest to come to his aid. The priest being a kind man will 
certainly do his best; he will order the student to visit the god- j- 
dess of learning who dwells in a tank 20 miles from Srinagar, or ; 
walk round the sacred hill so many times on the night before ; 
the examination, or the student will visit someone who has : 
power with the devil, who knows the questions to be set in the 
next examination. 

These and many other methods adopted by would-be success- 
ful examinees are known to us through the students coming to 


ask our help in recovering the money they have paid to the 
priests and others who have cheated them. ~ 

The oarents of the rich bovs will Day the school teachers and 
tutors of their sons to arrange for their passing their examin- 
ations, in which they succeed when the superintendents of 
these public examinations happen to be either stackers, fools or 
crooks, and I have known all three specimens. 

If with all the care we take, and the punishments that we 
inflict on those who cheat in our school examinations we have 
only had one clean examination in +4 years to my knowledge, 
you will have some idea what the cheating must be in public 
examinations when 500 to 2,000 examinees sit in one centre. I 
did for several years superintend the public examinations and 
therefore I am not quite ignorant of the tricks of this trade, 
and in consequence have no respect whatever lor these public 
examinations. 

Before I quit this subiect, let me give just one example of the 
keen interest and practical sympathy that those interested in 
education in this country take in examinees. Il happened 
over 20 years ago, so I shall not hurt anyone’s feelings by 
telling it. 

I was Superintendent of the Punjab University Matricula- 
tion examinations that year. About 200 yards from the 
examination hall stands a big building used then as the 
Accountant-General’s Office. Although it was 7.30 a.m. I dis- 
covered that the offices were not empty but occupied by certain 
B.A.’s who had most kindly risen eariy that wintry morning to 
be of service to any distressed examinees. I did not disturb 
them, but in my kindness of heart allowed them to carry on 
their charitable work and answer the papers of those from whom 
they were to receive hard cash in return. But I saw that these 
papers did not reach these examinees until after the examination 
was over. I need hardly say that my popularity was not 
increased by this action. 

I reported this and other matters which I thought might 
interest the Punjab University, but I never received a reply. I 
may add that it is now many years since I have been asked to 
superintend this examination. 

For the last two years we have had a Man sent up to iook 
after the examination, who not only understands the ways of 
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ind tutors, etc., but also knows how to deal with those who are 
ish enough to try it on. 

r'rom the foregoing perhaps the readers of our school iogs 
vili understand why we give examinations no place in our 


pages, but get on to things which we think are vital, the making 
not of bipeds but of Men, with the ideal ever before us of 
Christian manhood. 


EVENTS OF THE YEAR 


Januarv 2nd — Our first act of the year was to instal an English 
iron bath in the school washing room, with a hre place 
underneath the bath, so that there should be no excuse for not 
washing in the winter months and to let the dirtv boy see that 
if necessary we can boil the dirt off him. 

The Kashmiri does not seem to have any sense which can tell 
him that he is not clean, so the fact that he is not clean has to 
be demonstrated by action daily. No boy is allowed to open his 
beloved lesson books, until he has been passed as dean by his 
form master. How can a boy be self-respecting until he is clean, 
and how can he be a man until he has self-respect? I would any 
day rather have a clean boy who had failed in his examination 
-ban a dirty one who had passed. In this country we are obliged 
j give much time and thought to cleanliness. We iook unon 
this as one of the foundations of education. 

January 7 2th . — The hrst event of the year as I said above was 
the arrival of a bath, and the second event was the denarture of 
Miss Muriel Maliinson from Kashmir; not that the arrival of the 
bath had anything to do with her departure, but the need of rest 
mid change after a long five years of continued and strenuous 
*'ork at her school and for the women of Kashmir generally. 

Miss Marion Price, a veteran missionary of 30 years’ sen-ice 
took over the schools from Miss Maliinson and has put in of 
her test, so that nothing should be lacking when she handed 
over the schools in February of 1935. 

Tne girls’ school has done better than the boys’ school in the 
matter of baths, for Mr. Fred Jacob decided most generously to 
give the girls a swimming bath. It is not considered proper 
that girls should be seen swimming in the rivers or lakes and 


the result is that many women and girls are drowned every year 
unless our boys are at hand to save them. 

In order to give the boys an opportunity of gallantry 1 Mr. 
Jacob daily took gangs of bovs after school hours to excavate a 
pit in which the swimming bath could be fixed up. There was a 
time when the Brahman school boys were asked to do manual 
labour, and they refused on the ground that if thev did so they 
would get muscle on their arms, and they might then be mistaken 
for low -caste coolies. So you will see times are changing in the 
unchangeable East. 

We hope before long the girls will be challenging the boys to 
swim the lake. 

February. — Dr. Ernest F. Neve retired after 47 years’ 
medical work in Kashmir. It would be interesting to know how 
many lives he has saved during these years and how many 
people have to thank him for lives of health and happiness 
through his treatment and advice. 

May 10th . — Miss Helen Burges held her sale of work in the 
Sheikh Bagh. ’ What does this mean? It means the result of 
incessant labour at toy-making. She collects from anywhere and 
everywhere scraps of all kinds of cloth materials and turns them 
into herds of cattle, packs of dogs, flocks of birds of all kinds — 
in fact the ordinary zoo is not in it. Twice a year she gives the 
public a chance of possessing these works of art, and in con- 
sequence has handed over to the school coffers over Rs. 500 in 
the year. 

W r hat would you not give to have a sister-in-law such as this 
one? She is my sister-in-law. 

May 1 2th . — Our boathouse was moved to a permanent site. 
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"our years ago the State ordered the removal of our school 
ooathouse on the lake side to make way for a boulevard, but we 
were not given any land on which to rebuild it. So we managed 
lO hire a piece of land in the lake. Now the owner of the land, 
being an avaricious gentleman, let this plot to a second individual 
_ju: as we had put up our boathouse, and possession is nine-tenths 
of the law, I believe, we heid on until an old student of ours most 
.indly gave us a site, and on it the school boathouse stands as 
vou see in the photo. 

May 24th . — Marriage of our daughter, Frances Irene, to Alec 
A. Montgomery Best at All Saints Church by Canon C. G. 
Stokoe. The school Scouts acted as guard of honour with the 
school band. 

The Resident and Mrs. Lang most kindly lent their beautiful 
-garden for the ‘At home’ afterwards. Later the bride and 
bridegroom left for their home at Chilas, under the shadow of 
Nanga Parbat, where Mr. Alec A. M. Best is Political Officer. 

About two months after the wedding a doctor flew over the 
mountain ranges from Peshawar to Chilas, a dangerous flight, in 
answer to an S.O.S. from Frances. He saved Alec’s life by 
arriving in time to remove his appendix. The S.O.S. would 
never have got through in time if it had not been for the 
splendid staff work done by Major D. R. Smith at Kashmir and 
the officials in India, all acting in union and with, promptness. 
It was another case of victory in the hour of defeat. 

July 3rd. — Mr. Ralph Moan arrived to take charge of the 
technical department of the school. He is a master carpenter 
and is a believer in hard work. 

July 10th . — Our annual swim across the Dal Lake, three and a 
half miles. Two hundred and eight started and ninety accom- 
plished the swim. Eleven continued to swim on down the 
canal and river to the school which is about seven and a half 
miles. For the first time in the history of the school the public 
watching the swimmers from the bridges, actually cheered 
them. Another miracle was performed by the parents of one of 
the boys hiring a boat in order to accompany him on the swim. 

September 5th . — The annual swim across the Wular Lake. We 
were not at all sure whether parents of the boys would permit 
their sons to take part in the swim, so to encourage them Miss 
Mary and Miss Thea Cecil, who are the step-daughters of Mr. 


! Fred Jacob, sportinelv offered to join in. Twenty boys wis'nec 
i to sw’im, but only twelve could obtain permission from thei: 
parents. 

We had the pleasure of having with us Mr. Holdsworth 
Principal of the Isiamia College, nr. Peshawar, Mr. G. A. Kay 
Professor at Edwards College. Peshawar, Mr. Giles Alington. 
son of the Dean of Durham and late Headmaster of Eton, Mr. 
Ralph Moan and Dr. C. Yosper as our Medical Officer. 

When all had been oiled and were ready, the order was given 
to dive in. Sixteen started and twelve reached the opposite 
shore, a distance of onlv about three miles, as the lake was verv 
low this year. Miss Thea Cecil came in second. It was a great 
relief when that swim across the dreaded Wular was safely over, 
and we were able to report in the city that all was well. For it 
will help us when we go to the Wular at Easter to sail once 
more and to face the storms. 

i September 18th . — The school long distance run. The boys 
start from Sheikh Baeh and climb the hill Takht-i-Suiiman 
(Throne of Solomon) 1,000 ft., they run round the ancient 
Hindu temple on the summit and back to the starting point; about 
i five miles in all. Five hundred and eighty-five started and all 
but twenty finished. The first did the run in under the hour. 

September 2 5th . — Annual School Display, 
i The Honourable the Resident, Col. L. E. Lang, C.I.E., kindly 
; presided and Mrs. Lang distributed the awards. 

The show commenced with a disoiay of eight hundred at P.T. 
with the school band. The following account appeared in The 
, Statesman . — 

i ‘ The annual display of the C.M.S. schools was, as usual, a 
sight well worth seeing. Each time one sees this display the 
more one is struck with the astonishingly successful results 
obtained by Canon Tyndale-Biseoe and his assistants. The 
Kashmiri boy in the raw does not appear to be very promising 
material and it is astounding how a short time at one of these 
schools alters him into quite a respectable member of society. 

‘ The displav was given by many hundreds of boys of all ages 
; from the various schools in Srinagar and Islamabad and was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the large number of spectators present. 
The mass drill by the boys in their smart uniforms was an 
1 attractive sight, as was the club-swinging to music. The aero- 
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lagarines 

A .mmole 

Birt. Mission School. Agra 

B-zgab:r CGC.S. School 

Be.? and Grey 

C'-rista Seva Ssnga 

Tee Cottonian 

Tee Eagle. Bedford School 


Empire Review 

In the Nizam's Dominions 

Kishori Raman H. S. Magazine 

The Modern Student 

Malsis Hall Chronicle 

The Scouter 

Hiking 


The following is a 'list of friends who have helped the school 
at Islamabad, and to whom the Headmaster, Mr. Shrider Buth, 
and his ever-ioyai staff, wish to offer their grateful thanks. 

1. Dr. M. Gomery, for visiting the school weekly to teach, 
for cer medical assistance to the boys and their families, and for 
he: rifts to about 250 boys at Christmas. 

2. Miss A. L. Coverdale, for her gift of Rs. 100 for the 
renal: of the school buildings, and other useful gifts and papers 
for he boys and her former girl pupils. 

# * 


3. Mrs. Beckett, for monthly magazines and illustrated papers. 

4. Miss Enid Hunter, for tea to the staff and boys on 
Armistice Day. 

5. Captain E. Egerton, for taking a partv of boys and masters 
to Yerenag, where he took photos of headers and double diving. 

6. Miss Newnham, for her gifts to poor boys. 

7. Thakur Zaffar Singh, Tehsildar, Islamabad, for presenting 
books worth Rs. 20 to the school. 

S. Mr. Satha Ram, shopkeeper, for presenting pens to the 
boys of the high department. 

9. The Misses Calvert, for presenting papers and other 
useful thing? to the school. 

10. Col. R. Hamilton, R.E., for his gifts of photos and 
rupees. 

11. Mr. Buta Singh, for weekly lessons to the boys. 

C. E. Tykdale-Biscoe. 


Nanak Chand Koul, the captain of the ill-fated six-oared 
bo::, joined ou: school in 1907 at the age of the- nine, and 
remained till he was nearly twenty-one ; subsequently being 
taker, .or. to the sniff. He was not particularly hrignt at lessons, 
but was remarkably keen on swimming. At the age of 14 he 
sverr. across the Dal Lake (four miles); and three years biter 
he swam across the Wular Lake from Banyari to Ningle (seven 
miles). Besides this he was always ready to join in any jobs of 
serial service out of school. While he was quite young, he 
developed a taste for carpentry, and though he was a Brahman, 
and therefore his whole upbringing was against such things, he 
used to mix with the Muhammadan carpenters in order to ieam 
from them. 

He was just the sort of man we need on our staff to encourage 
toe boys to forte: that they are ‘ high-born gentlemen.’ He had 
a complete disregard for the tabus of orthodoxy. He was the 
first Brahman to lead us in the matter of killing mad dogs, for 
which he was boycotted, as mentioned elsewhere in the log. He 
was the first scout master in Kashmir to persuade his Hindu 
arm Muhammadan scouts to give up the nonsense of separate 
cooking and feeding while in camp — and again he got into hot 
water. • 

-T2- 


His love of the water was phenomenal in a Kashmiri. Many 
of our readers will remember him as the ‘duck’ at our regattas, 
who afforded them so much amusement by his masterly dodging 
of the crews who were trying to catch him. He never missed a 
chance of coming to the Wular camo; in fact one year he 
brought^ his wife with him — the first and only time such a 
thing has happened. In camp he was always up to some sort of 
‘ ragh and kept us all lively with his good humour. 

He turned his love of carpentry to good use, by starting a 
carpenters’ shop in the school. rle exchanged the genteel 
position of a teacher for the menial position of a technical 
instructor, but he did not care a rar for these distinctions. In 
1931, he was sent for a proper training in carpentry to a 
technical institute in British India. He returned the following 
year full of enthusiasm, and soon had our technical department 
going splendidly; with all sorts of plans for the future. 

However, it was not to be. The Wular which he loved so 
well claimed him for its own. The storms which have caused 
the Kashmiris to dread the Wular from immemorial times, had 
a fascination for him. As one of the staff said, l Nana Koul had 
no fear.’ Neither did he fear the storms of nature, nor the 
storms of orthodoxy. In all things a Man. 
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